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News & Views - Papworth Everard

BIN COLLECTION DATES

Community

Useful Contacts
News & Views 

Janet/Peter Dobson 
janetpendrill@gmail.com

Police Community - Support Officer 
Emergency - 999 - Non Emergency - 101

Community Fire Safety Officer 
01954 714030 - Mondays Only 

Emergency 999
South Cambridgeshire District Council 

03450 450500 - 01954 713000
Parish Clerk - Village Hall 

01480 830360 
clerk@papwortheverardpc.org.uk

Doctors Surgery 
01480 830888

The Team Rector 
01480 839933 or 07710661003
Hilton Methodist Church 

Minister Rev. Sue Baker-Maher 
Telephone 01480 473444 

Pendragon Primary School 
01480 830267

Pendragon Pre-School 
01480 830267 - Option 4

Papworth Trust Disability Charity 
01480 357200

Papworth Trust Housing Maintenance 
0330 678 0008

Papworth FC - Bryan Johnson 
01480 830768

Blasters - Colts Football 
Alison - 07907 995924 

mail@papworthblasters.com
Tennis 

papworthtennis@hotmail.co.
Bowls 

Dave Richardson - 01480 830867
Cambs Tai Chi Club 

www.cambs-taichi.org.uk 
07415 267908

The Varrier Jones Foundation 
01480 831801

The Astronomy Club 
01480 830729 

peter@cheere.myzen.co.uk
Allotment Association 
enquiries.peaa@gmail.com

Papworth Library 
0345 045 5225

Papworth Everard Women’s Institute 
Pat Martin - 01480 350355 

e-mail pat@woodpecker6.co.uk
Varrier Jones Social Club 

Audry Reid - 01480 831053
Papworth Community Group 
www.papworthcommunity.co.uk 

papworthcommunityweb@gmail.com 
07469 876467

Papworth Co-op 
01480 831569

Please Note: dates highlighted in red denote different collection day

Deadline for next edition is Wed 24th January

Bin Dates Black Bin Blue Bin Green Bin

Fri 8 Dec 2023  
Fri 15 Dec 2023 
Fri 22 Dec 2023  
Sat 30 Dec 2023 
Fri 5 Jan 2024 
Fri 12 Jan 2024 
Fri 19 Jan 2024  
Fri 26 Jan 2024 
Fri 2 Feb 2024 
Fri 9 Feb 2024 
Fri 16 Feb 2024  
Fri 23 Feb 2024 
Fri 1 Mar 2024 
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Community

Happy New Year from Papworth Library! If your New Year’s 
resolution is to live more sustainably – think Libraries! We’re part 
of the circular economy, and a great place to find out about helping 
the planet. In a reading rut? Why not think ‘New Year – New 
Genre’; come and try something completely fresh, and borrow 
a book today. Joining the library is simple and free, you can do 
it in person or online at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/libraries. 
Borrow books from our shelves or download from our eLibrary, 
use our computers or printer, or explore our online tools for work 
or research – including free access to Ancestry and FindMyPast. 
Make sure to spread the word: if you love your library, tell your 
friends and neighbours and encourage them to join! To find 
out about any of our services, ask your local librarian, search 
‘Libraries - Cambridgeshire County Council’ online, or call the 
Cambridgeshire Libraries service on 0345 045 5225.
Here are some of our upcoming events: 
Every Tuesday, recommencing 9th January 10:00-11:00 – Stay 
and Play - A chance for your little ones to play with others and 
for parents and carers to socialise. Free drop-in event, donations 
welcome, term-time only.
Every Wednesday, recommencing 10th January 10:00-10:30 
– Rhymetime - Half an hour of songs and rhymes for 0-4s. Bring 
babies and toddlers to sing, chant and move! Free drop-in event, 
donations welcome, term-time only.
Thurs 11th January 10:00-11:30 – Engage: Al-Anon - Come 
along to find out the history of the Al-Anon family groups and 
the valuable work they do. Feel free to stay and socialise over 
refreshments. Free drop-in event, donations welcome.
Saturday 20th January 11:00-12:30 – Police Drop-In Session  
- Have a question you would like to ask a police-officer? ‘Coffee 
With a Cop’ comes to the library: chat with members of the 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary about issues that may be affecting 
you or your community. Free drop-in session.) 

Tuesday 23rd January 10:00-12:00 – DISH Disability Benefit 
Advice Session - DISH have been providing benefit advice and 
guidance to people with disabilities for over 30 years. If you need 
some advice about disability benefits or help to make a claim, 
come along to one of our Library Drop-in sessions for a chat. No 
appointment necessary. 
Tuesday 5th February 15:30-16:45 – LEGO Club - Do you love 
Lego? Got a passion for building? Then we have the club for 
you! Come along and build Lego creations with your friends after 
school. Drop-in session. 4+, children must be accompanied by an 
adult.

A reminder of our opening hours:    
Monday	 – 	 Closed   
Tuesday 	 – 	 10am-1pm
		  2pm-5pm    
Wednesday 	– 	 10am-1pm   
Thursday 	 – 	 2pm-5pm   
Friday 	 – 	 Closed    
Saturday 	 – 	 10am-1pm

We look forward to seeing you! 
Best wishes from Charlotte and the whole Cambridgeshire 
Libraries team.

Thanks to those who attended our Christingle 
Service and helped to raise £603 for the 
Children’s Society . . . David Pottter

Thank You

Thank you to those that sent articles, pictures, 
notices, letters, adverts and reports throughout 
2023. . . The Editors

A very special thank you to all our voluntary 
delivery personnel who turn out in all weathers 
through the year to ensure that the local 
community receives the News & Views every 
month . . . The Editors
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On Your Door Step - Photos from the local Area

Blue Tit Robin

View from the Papworth to Elsworth footpath looking towards Rogues Lane
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Registered Charity No: 1044680

Update 
January 2024

Empty homes
You may have noticed a few more empty Papworth Trust homes 
in the village recently and may be wondering what is happening 
with them. We wanted to share our plans with the village as whole. 
The Trust have a great history in Papworth Everard and we are 
committed to remaining a long term partner in the village and local 
community.  
As homes naturally become empty through people moving on 
and tenancies ending, we are exploring how to ensure that our 
homes remain high quality and affordable as we move towards 
the national net zero target by 2050 and all our homes to be EPC 
category C or above for energy efficiency. 
Where we have much older and inefficient homes in the village, 
where these become empty, we will consider whether it is possible 
to bring them up to the standard required to achieve net zero 
or whether it is necessary to do something different with them, 
including redevelopment.
This process does, unfortunately, take time, but we absolutely want 
to get it right so that we can provide high quality and sustainable 
homes for the future and deliver the benefits that this will bring to 
the wider community. 
We will provide further updates on this in the future.

Gutter Cleaning
The Gutter Clean Company are working on behalf of Papworth 
Trust to deliver our programme of gutter cleaning to properties 
in Papworth Everard. The contractor will contact tenants 
directly to arrange an appointment. If you require any further 

information regarding this service please contact the Repairs and 
Maintenance Team by calling 0330 678 0008 option 1 or emailing 
repairsandmaintenance@papworthtrust.org.uk 

Time for Tenants
These sessions are an opportunity for our housing tenants to 
speak to a Director from the Executive Team about absolutely 
anything. During 2023 we received valuable feedback from tenants 
about the service they receive, what we currently do well and 
where we could improve.
For 2024 there will be a combination of face to face and virtual 
sessions on offer. These will be advertised in due course on our 
website, on our social media platforms and with posters throughout 
the village.
We can confirm the first face to face session for the year will take 
place on Saturday 27 January 2024, between 10am and 12noon 
from the Turnhill Room, Southbrook Field, Church Lane, Papworth 
Everard, CB23 3UW. The host for this session will be Sarah Miller. 
You do not need to book, just drop in anytime between 10am and 
12noon.
Employment Support
A new Work and Health Programme called Pioneer is now being 
delivered in Cambridgeshire by the Papworth Trust. This exciting 
new programme is designed to support economically inactive 
people into work using a method called place and train. 
If you would like to discuss our support then please get in contact 
with:
Scott Twinn 
Email Scott.twinn@papworthtrust.org.uk
Telephone 07707290969



‘Peace in our time’

Roman Catholic Mass
(Latin Rite)

Church NoticesChurch Notices
Church & Notices

Mass is celebrated at

St Michael’s, Huntingdon
on Saturday at 6.00 pm and

on Sunday at 9.00 and 11.00

with a Polish Mass at 3.30 pm

For more information please go to 
www.stmichaelrc.org

St Peter’s Church – January Services 

Sunday 14th      - 10.30am - Holy Communion 
Sunday 21th      - 10.30am – Morning Prayer 

Sunday 28th      - 10.30am – Holy Communion 

The website papworthteamchurches.org has up to date service 
information for St Peter’s Church and other churches in the team. 

It also has the Zoom link for Morning Prayer and information about the 
telephone service on Mondays
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Services in January
  7 January       10:00am   Dr. Barbara Spencer
14 January       11:15am Rev. H. Walker (United Covenant Service)
21 January       10:00am Mrs. P. Zähner
28 January       10:00am Rev. Sue Baker-Maher

Hilton Methodist Church
Let go and let God this New 
Year…
Whilst most of us are making New Year 
Resolutions – usually in my household 

involving exercise and diets, I, with many 
people in the Methodist Church, start the 
year by reaffirming Christian commitments at 
our January Covenant service.  

Covenant means promises, promises on 
both sides – God to us and us to God.  And 
the prayer we offer is very tough to say – 
especially without crossing our fingers 
behind our backs!  For example, it starts 
with ‘I am no longer my own but yours’ and 
goes on to ask God to ….. ‘put me to what 
you will, rank me with whom you will; let me 
be employed for you, or laid aside for you…’ 
Gulp!  

Whilst the Christian faith is all about living 
out values which are radically different from 
the ways of the world, actually really letting 
God’s values take precedence in how we 
live out our own day to day lives takes some 
working at.  I, for one, am definitely work in 
progress!

Perhaps it will surprise, but most folk in the 
churches I care for have more difficulty 
contemplating being ‘put aside’ than they do 
being busily employed in the work of the 
church!!  Like facing retirement, letting go of 
what we have always done and valued 

rattles our sense of value and identity. 
After many years of supporting the church, 
people and buildings, it’s hard to face up to

will be praying across January is about 
letting go and letting God, and we at Hilton 
Methodist Church are open to hearing from 
you about what you value about our 
presence here and how we can be more 
open to your exploring of what faith might 
have to offer as our world and ways of life 
become increasingly fractured and fragile.

We all need to let go of things to make 
space for new growth.  Jesus’ invitation to 
those around him was to come and see 
and experience.  May we at Hilton 
Methodist Church offer you the same 
invitation this New Year.

Blessings

Revd. Sue

Revd.Sue Baker-Maher

E-mail: 
sue.bakermaher@methodist.org.uk 
Phone: 07483 153948

Trying to anticipate content for a simple 
article that might be helpful to readers 
a few weeks hence has felt harder than 
usual this time! I had to stir myself to 
get beyond just putting something down 
to get the Editor’s deadline met!  My 
mind wandered, randomly, to that well-
documented declaration made by the 
UK Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain 
at the end of September 1938 thinking 
a political deal he was party to had 
prevented war in Europe. He was wrong.

It often seems we spend a lot of time trying to ignore some 
important issues, using the palliative of temporary distractions, 
trying to live for the next thing or to damp down the next big 
threat; and failing to live in the moment. It may be the impact of 
widespread consumerism affecting our perspective or that we 
have forgotten the art and discipline of being content and suitably 
penitent which is part and parcel of being realistic.
In my view, there are some things that should not be pushed to 
one side by a willingness to be more passive and accepting of 
the status quo. I am thinking (to name just a couple) of the terrible 
wars continuing in different parts of the world, the scourge of 
poverty affecting so many, threats over whether our schools and 
NHS will have the resources they need to do the job teachers 
and healthcare workers feel called to. As a Christian I know there 
is a healthy tension to be held between being content with what 
God has surely given me at this point and restless to see change 
in the ways we have conspired to spoil so much that is good and 
entrusted to our care or stewardship.
I have been struck recently by some of the moments when God’s 
people have been exhorted to be at peace. For example, it was 
part of the message angels gave to some shepherds when 
announcing the birth of Jesus – surely an experience so strange 
it may have felt more like the world was about to end! Years later, 
in the days following his death and as his disciples were grappling 
with perceived threats to their own well-being amidst reports of the 
resurrection, the words ‘Peace be with you …’ were some of the 
first Jesus said to them as their risen Lord.  There is something 
about this understanding of PEACE that does not change the 
immediate circumstances but can impact the way we see and live 
with them. For the shepherds it was a message that triggered their 
decision to go and seek out the promised Christ—child; 30 or so 
years later it was the backcloth to Jesus’ disciples beginning to 

grasp the import of what they had witnessed and how those events 
should shape their future.
Speaking personally, some important and life-changing events 
happened to me in the past year; nothing out of the ordinary but 
not on my horizon at the start of 2023. 12 months on I hope I am 
getting a bit better at allowing for uncertainty, the not-yet and other 
surprises to come out of the blue. I know also it is more of God’s 
peace I will need in the year now breaking upon us. For me this is 
keeping my focus day-by-day on the one who Christians call the 
prince of peace.	 I wish you a very happy and peaceful journey 
through 2024.
Nigel di Castiglione - Team Rector
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Varrier Jones Social Club
The Club held it's Christmas Lunch on 
lst December and had good attendance 
from all our members.  Everyone enjoyed 
a traditional Christmas meal prepared 
by our usual caterers Roger assisted by 
Lucy.   After the meal there was singing of 
carols and Christmas songs and the 'girls' 
of the committee did a 'potted' version of 
Cinderella.
The Club does not meet again until Friday 
2nd February, which will be a social 
occasion at The Studio in Pendrill Court, 
although we already have plans to attend 
the pantomime at The Burgess Hall in 
St.Ives during January.
Anyone wishing to join the Club should 
contact Eddie Tomkinson on 01480 839230, 
who can give you more details about what 
we do and our future events.  We are very 
much looking forward to continuing with our 
programme for 2024, and send sincere best 
wishes to our members for a Happy and 
Enjoyable New Year.

26-28th January 2024

Join the World's Largest
Garden Wildlife Survey

www.rspb.org.uk
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Early Morning Walk - Rachel Starr

At HCCN, we want to express our heartfelt gratitude for your 
continued support. As 2023 comes to a close, we want to take 
a moment to say a very special Christmas Thank You. Your 
generosity and commitment have made a difference in the lives 
of cancer patients and their families. Together, we have achieved 
incredible milestones and provided vital support through our 
various activities, support groups, conferences, and events. We 
look forward to continuing our mission to improve the wellbeing 
and nutrition of cancer patients. Join us in making a difference 
today!

WORDS CANNOT EXPRESS
HOW HAPPY WE ARE

We were chosen as finalists for the Health Inequalities Challenge 
Prize that Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Integrated Care 
System ran with Cambridgeshire Community Foundation, which 

meant we were given £4,000 to conduct research into what 
matters for those going through cancer.
The report that was created highlighted just how loved HCCN is by 
both those who use the services and external clinical staff. It also 
highlighted some inequalities that those going through cancer face, 
which we are already creating plans to address.
On the 22nd November we presented our findings of the report, 
along with seven other finalists. After the presentations (and a spot 
of lunch), three prizes were handed out to help with continued 
development from said findings.

We are unbelievably excited 
and proud to share that we were 

chosen as the winners and 
awarded £20,000!!!

Jackie who many of you may have spoken to during this research, 
was the one who presented the findings and also there to collect 
the award with Jan.
Thank you to every single person who has taken part in our 
research, we are very excited about implementing our new plans, 
which we will share in due course, but right now we are numb with 
excitement and wanted you to hear this amazing news. 
Thank you to every single person who has taken part in our 
research, we are very excited about implementing our new plans. 
Whilst we will share more information about our plans in due 
course, we are happy to share that the trustees have incorporated 
many of the recommendations in the report into our 3-year action 
plan to ensure we respond to this feedback. We will be developing 
additional programmes, such as a refreshed buddy scheme, 
and as you may have seen on Facebook, we are recruiting a 
programme manager to continue the excellent work that Sallie has 
put into developing our activities programme.
We thank everyone who volunteers for HCCN, the nursing team, 
our activity leaders, and all who make HCCN such a great place to 
be.

A Christmas 
Thank You 2023
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Registered Charity 
No: 1044680

Contact: Jenny on (01480) 492697 for 
further details, if there is no answer 
please leave a message or your name 
and number, and I will call back.

A Christmas 
Celebration at 
the Day Centre
On Tuesday 19th December we had our 
Christmas lunch at the Day Centre. The 
tables were laid with Christmas napkins, 
Christmas cups and crackers. We had 
a toast of sherry in the morning. The 
usual games of dominoes were played 

along with a game called Qwirkle and another called Memory 
Chess.

Then we had our Christmas 
lunch. We had a lovely first 
course of roast turkey with 
roast beef, roast potatoes, 
Brussels sprouts, carrots 
and parsnips with cranberry 
sauce and horseradish. 
Dessert was a choice of 
Christmas pudding or trifle.
The occasion was also 
memorable as sadly Jane 
is retiring from being our 
regular chef. Jane was 
presented with flowers and 
a card with grateful words 
from Jeff our treasurer. Jane 
assured us that she will be 
available from time to time if 
needed.
After our meal we had 
singing entertainment from 
Peter Day, a perennial 
favourite at the Day Centre. 
We were also very lucky 

and privileged to have Father Christmas attend with gifts for all the 
clients (but only the ones who have been good.)

Another great highlight in December, on the 12th, was our carol 
service with David and Anne Potter, followed by very enthusiastic 
and tuneful singing from pupils of the Pendragon Primary School, 
including I Saw Three Ships, Come All Ye Faithful, Once in Royal 
David City, Tidings of Comfort and Joy, and Little Donkey.
The aim of the Day Centre is to provide a social event and a meal 
for elderly, isolated or lonely clients each week on Tuesdays. There 
are no minimum age or ability requirements.
If you are interested in joining the Day Centre or finding out more, 
either on your own behalf, or on behalf of a loved one, please 
phone Jenny on 01480 492697 Please note it is not essential 
to be referred by your G.P. just give us a call. We also still 
welcome referrals from G.P.s and other Health and Social Care 
Professionals, and other sources.
The details of how the Day Centre runs are below:
The cost is £13 per day including morning tea and coffee and a 
tasty two course meal, afternoon tea and occasionally outside 
entertainment. We meet every Tuesday between 10am and 3pm in 
The Community Centre, number 5, The Close, Papworth Everard. 
The Centre is fully wheelchair accessible. Transport is available in 
certain cases.
Find us on Facebook: search ‘Papworth and District Day Centre’.
If you would like to find out more about the Day Centre, why not 
call the following? We would love to hear from you.
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Back Pain
Neck Pain
Joint Pain
Headaches
Muscle Spasm
Sports Injuries
Arthritis
& much more

In Pain? Let us help.
We are committed to giving an honest opinion,
effective treatment and good advice.

Appointments Mon-Fri
01223 598558

Regus, 1010 Cambourne 
Business Park, CB23 6DP

Book online: www.cambourneosteopaths.com
Email: practice@cambourneosteopaths.com
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- Complete House Renovations and Refurbishments -
- Extensions and Building work -
- Kitchen and Bathroom Fitting -

- Garage Construction and Conversions -
- Flat roof specialists - Loft Conversions -

- Roof and patio pressure washing -

For a FREE QUOTATION 
Please contact 07947 316104 or 

home@greatcambourneconstruction.co.uk

Local Domestic Electrical Contractors  
Garden Lighting specialists 

Electrical Vehicle Charging Points 

Fuse-board replacement and upgrades 

Heating System Wiring and Fault Finding  

Additional Sockets and Lighting, just to name a few.....  

*Contact Dan for a free estimate. Please visit our website for more information*  

0800 019 7992 / info@dsselectrical.co.uk / dsselectrical.co.uk  
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Contact Paul or Martin for a free quotation on 
home@cambournecarpentry.co.uk or Tel: 07947 316104

Contact Paul or Martin on
home@cambournecarpentry.co.uk
for a free quotation 
or Tel: 07785 551224

“Very professional service, highly 
  recommended. Friendly team. On time 
    Left the workplace spotless”

“The work was performed on time and to a 
  high standard. We are very happy with 
    the results”

Composite and Timber decking supplied and fitted

Garden fences built and repaired

Laminate/engineered wood flooring laid

Kitchens and bathrooms fitted

Painting and Decorating to a high standard

Extensions, loft conversions and all building work

Skilled 
Carpentry and 
Joinery

Skilled Carpentry 
and Joinery

Composite and Timber decking supplied and fitted
Garden fences built and repaired
Laminate/engineered wood flooring laid
Kitchens and bathrooms fitted
Painting and Decorating to a high standard
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Complete Bathroom Installations
General Plumbing Repairs

Pipework and Drainage for Kitchen Appliances
Radiators and Towel Rails Installed

Power Flushing

INSTALLATIONS • REPAIRS •  SERVICING

07570 387 684 • 01480 830 329
www.jhalsteadplumbing.co.uk

CALL JOHN FOR A FREE QUOTE

585002

Cambourne
Vehicle SerViceS

Tel: 01954 719039

The Drift, Bourn, Cambridge CB23 2TB

Free collection and delivery applies to the local area only

www.cambournevehicleservices.co.uk
info@cambournevehicleservices.co.uk

* SERVICING FOR ALL MAKES

* M.O.T’s (up TO 3.5 TONNES)

*  ExhAuST SySTEMS  
SuppLIEd ANd FITTEd

*  TyRE SERVICE - SuppLIEd 
ANd FITTEd

*  COuRTESy VEhICLE AVAILAbLE  
(by pRIOR ARRANGEMENT)

* AIR CONdITIONING SERVICE

All vehicle work 
undertAken

Free collection and delivery

Quality Vehicle maintenance 
adjusted to suit your pocket

GRAVELEY GARAGE
TEST CENTRE LTD

MOT WHILE U WAIT
CLASSES 1 2 3 4 5 7

Servicing to all makes of vehicle
• New bay for servicing motor bikes
• Tyres and Exhausts supplied and fitted
• Free courtesy cars
• Comfortable waiting area
• Free tea / coffee

Mon to Fri 8 to 6 - Sat 8 to 4
01480 830462 / 831058

HIGH STREET, GRAVELEY,
ST. NEOTS - PE19 6PL

enquiries@graveley-garage.co.uk
www.graveley-garage.co.uk

Produce this advert to get £4.00 OFF  
the current price of your MOT
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PAPWORTH CRAFT GROUP MEETINGS EVERY FIRST AND 
THIRD SATURDAYS OF THE MONTH

10:30 - 12:30 AT PAPWORTH LIBRARY 
Library access on Saturdays is by the rear door) 

Happy New Year!  January is upon us and with the Christmas 
and New Year festivities over, the aftermath can make one feel 
a little flat.  If you like knitting, crochet, cross stitch, embroidery, 
patchwork, quilting or similar craft, but have not done a great 
deal of it, the New Year is the time to unearth your materials and 
join the Papworth Craft Group and refresh your skills.  There is 
usually someone on hand who can help out, if you have lost your 
confidence and worried that you may make mistakes – large holes 
appearing in the sweater you have decided to finish after being 
lost in your craft basket for longer than you care to admit to!  If you 
have learned to knit or crochet, for example, it will not take long 
before your are working like a pro again!
The last meeting before Christmas was a very jolly affair.  Linda 
made some delicious mince pies with a frangipane topping as 
well as the traditional ones and Karen had made shortbread – all 
so delicious!  They treated us to coffee as well and we all chatted 
away as we enjoyed the festive bites.   Despite the very serious 
hand injury that Linda sustained in Italy, she was determined to 
make mince pies as she does every Christmas.  Her daughter 
came to help out and the results of her grand baking session were 
a triumph!  
A well known and loved crochet designer, Jane Crowfoot, 
remarked in one of her books that, in her long experience of 
teaching groups in workshops, crafters always gel, even though 
frequently they do not know one another.  Over the years, the 
membership of the Papworth Craft Group has changed.  People 
move away, or they decide that they do not have the time to 
spare, or simply that there is something better that they would 
like to do. There have been changes over the course of 2023 and 
new friendships have formed between long standing members 
and those new to the group.  At the last meeting, a delightful lady 
called Jean popped in with a general enquiry about what goes 
on at the meetings.   She departed after a little while, promising 
to join in January.  However, a short time later she returned and 
stayed for the whole session.  She was accompanied by her truly 
gorgeous assistance dog, Nelson.  Over the years this column has 
frequently exhorted the males of the village to come along and 
learn to knit, (or another craft).  Sadly, the challenge has not been 
accepted – yet!  The invitation still stands!!  However, we agreed 
that Nelson has stepped up and although he has declined to learn 
to knit, he will supervise us as we work away.  Jean says he is a 
most sociable dog, but at the time he was under some treatment 
by the vet that prohibited cuddles and affectionate strokes.  Come 
the new year he will be accepting pats and cuddles.  He may well 
distract us from our travails.
Not only did Jean come along with Nelson, but she introduced us 
to a form of ‘knitting’ that none of us had seen before. It is called 
EZ Knit and uses Bernat Alize yarn and it is basically knitting on 
your fingers, no needles required!  Jean was using a pattern book 
called EZ Knitting, available on Amazon , or better still, there are 
loads of patterns on Wool Warehouse that are free downloads.   
There are many items that can be made using this method, from 
scarves and hats to blankets and cushions.  The yarn, Bernat 
Alize EZ Blanket, is also available at Wool Warehouse for £11.99, 
(woolwarehouse.co.uk).  We were all very curious about this new 
method of ‘knitting’ and it must be worth a try.  Check it out.
The meetings of the Papworth Craft Group are very informal, but 
a great opportunity to craft together, exchange information, learn 
new things about different crafts and to show and look at each 
other’s projects.  As there is usually a fortnight between meetings, 
sometimes three depending on the calendar, projects advance 
during this time.  It is a treat to see each other’s work, to admire it 
and to ask questions.  It may be something that another may like 

to attempt, having seen the finished work.  Linda’s crochet project, 
that she began very tentatively about seven weeks ago, has grown 
and it is looking great.  It took great courage to pick up a crochet 
hook again after her injury to her hand.  It was very slow going 
for her at first, but she persevered and everyone is delighted to 
witness her project.  Karen has been away from crochet for a long 
time, but she has started again, getting the feel of it, practicing 
stitches.  By the next meeting she will be more confident in 
crocheting and perhaps she will have begun a project for everyone 
to admire.
The representative of Hope & Aid Direct, who has taken the 
blankets, hats and scarves made by some of you, has sent a word 
of thanks for all the donations.  These are being distributed to 
refugees in this country, who have need of warm clothing as well 
as to Ukraine.  A huge thank you to everyone that has helped with 
this project.  Our yarn stash is very healthy at present and it would 
be good to build up a stock of hats, scarves and blankets to hand 
over to the charity during the course of the year.  If you would like 
to knit or crochet some squares, they should be 20cm x 20cm, (8 
x 8 inches), with all the ends sewn in please.  Bring the squares 
to  the meeting of the craft group, or leave them with Charlotte, 
our librarian  during library hours.  Hats and scarves for adults and 
children would be most welcome.  The hats pictured are crocheted 
and knitted.  Carole Watt has become a one-woman production 
line in making beanies!  Tina Carter’s beautiful little beanies will 
keep some children warm this winter.  If you decide to knit some 
squares, during the long winter evenings, but you need some 
yarn, please contact Rosalind Parnell on parnellrh@aol.com.   If 
you would like to learn to knit or crochet, but you do not have any 
of your own materials, please contact Rosalind Parnell and yarn 
and needles in advance of any meeting and the materials will be 
waiting for you in the library.
Papworth library has hosted the Papworth Craft Group from its 
inception almost ten years ago.  We hope that this will continue.  
However, never take the library for granted.  Rural libraries are 
often the first victims of local cost cutting. Support the library by 
using it.  Footfall counts!
Start the year by joining the Papworth Craft Group.  We are a 
friendly bunch and love to chatter while we work.  Help is at hand if 
you need it, so don’t be shy! We would love to meet you.
Have a great start to 2024 ! Stay well, stay safe and be kind 
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The items shown in the above pictures were all made and donated to the Hope & Aid Direct project.
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Green Bins
The Shared Waste Service reverts to 
its winter schedule from the beginning 
of January.  The green bins will only 
be emptied every four weeks, starting 
on 19th January.  Grey and blue bins 
will continue to be emptied every two 
weeks.

Thermal imaging camera 
loans
South Cambs has a thermal imaging 
camera that is free for businesses, 

parishes and other organisations to borrow.  Thermal imaging 
cameras show where heat is being lost from premises, typically 
through floors, walls, beneath doorways and between windows. 
The camera highlights ‘hot spots’ where heat escapes. Identifying 
such hot spots allows you to determine where you can reduce your 
heat loss.  Contact thermal.imagery@scambs.gov.uk if you would 
like to borrow the thermal imaging camera.

Climate committee recommends stricter air quality 
standards
South Camb’s Climate and Environment Advisory Committee 
have given their backing to the development of a new Air 
Quality Strategy, with stringent targets in-line with World Health 
Organisation (WHO) aspirations.  They’ve recommended that 
the Council works with Cambridge City Council to develop a 
joint strategy covering Greater Cambridge.  Adopting the WHO 
guidelines would set a long-term target for air quality improvements 
in Greater Cambridge.
As a rural district, South Cambridgeshire’s air quality is generally 
good. However, the District Council has an important role in 
tracking and helping to improve air quality. The Council primarily 
monitors two key pollutants. These are nitrogen dioxide, which is 
linked to vehicle exhaust emissions, and particulate matter (PM2.5) 
which can come from a range of sources including vehicles, 
domestic wood burning and industrial processes. 
It is anticipated that the joint strategy will have four main aims:
•	 Linking with the planning system, with a focus on designing 

out air quality impacts during the construction of new 
developments.  

•	 Working with partners to bring forward new transport links 
so that residents are offered a wider range of sustainable 
transport options, such as improved bus services and cycle 
links.  

•	 Raising further awareness of air quality locally and providing 
information about how residents can help improve it, for 
example, not sitting in cars with engines running and burning 
the most environmentally-friendly fuels in wood burners.  

•	 Providing an up-to-date and robust air quality monitoring 
network.

Peer Review Results
South Cambs District Council has recently taken part in 
a Corporate Peer Challenge, which was run by the Local 
Government Association (LGA) and designed to provide robust, 
strategic and credible challenge and support to councils. Typically, 
every Council has a Peer Review every five years; South Camb’s 
last Peer Review was on its Planning Committee in 2020. This 
latest review was of the whole Council.  The Council invited the 
team of Peers, made-up of councillors and officers from other 
councils, to visit South Cambs in late October and early November. 

South Cambridgeshire District Council – Caxton and Papworth Ward
District Councillor’s Monthly Report – January 2023	

They spoke with staff, councillors, and local partners, and their 
report has now been published.  You can read the full report online 
here: http://www.scambs.gov.uk/corporate-peer-challeng.
The report outlines how South Cambridgeshire is a thriving 
economic area, which has enabled the Council to plan for a 
balanced budget through to 2024/25 with limited investment risk. 
With cost of living pressures continuing to impact on the country, 
the peer team report also says, “The Council’s cost of living 
response has been comprehensive, innovative and is well funded 
with good mechanisms in place to listen to residents’ concerns, 
and the joining up with key partners including the Integrated Care 
System has produced positive outcomes for communities.”
The report adds that the District Council performs above average 
for household recycling rates.
Recommendations for improvement include the need to better 
convey a vision for South Cambridgeshire, and resetting and 
defining relationships at local and regional levels with key partners.  
Peers also said that developing a community strategy will enable 
a structured focus around enabling and supporting communities, 
and further building on the relationship with the voluntary and 
community sector and parishes.
Peter Sandford
18 December 2023
Email: cllr.sandford@scambs.gov.uk 
Mobile: 07985 425414

On Saturday 10th February join Sing Papworth 
and Friends for an evening of music from or 

inspired by America
 Your local community choir will be performing 
a whole range of music, from slow spirituals 

to fast-paced excerpts from Hairspray; 
contemporary classical music by Whitacre and 

some Beach Boy favourites to name a few! 
We'll also be joined by other local musicians, 
and profits from the concert will go towards a 

nominated charity.
Come and join us at Papworth Village Hall on 
Saturday 10th February at 6pm. Keep an eye 
out for posters on the village noticeboards, on 
Facebook and in the next edition of News and 

Views for more information.


